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 What is the surrounding context?  

Any passage that surrounds your passage 

– Give the highest 

priority to 

immediate context



 Listen to God.
 Pray throughout the process. 
 Ask God to give you an understanding of his intent in

the Scripture unit.

 Select the Scripture unit.

 Analyze the Scripture unit.

 Select an accurate text.

 Choose a translation.

 Identify the genre of the Scripture unit.



 Read the Scripture unit in several translations, and in the original
 language if possible.


 Examine the immediate and wider context of the Scripture unit.


 What is the major purpose of the writer of the book? How does 
this Scripture unit help achieve the purpose? 

 How is it related to the whole Bible?


 Look for the diversity and the unity.


 Ask questions about the Scripture unit.


 Why did the original writer write this? 



 What was his purpose? 

 What is he asking his readers to do? 

 What is God’s (the ultimate author’s) purpose for 
this Scripture unit?

 Look for eternal principles.

 Examine the Scripture unit in detail.

 Outline the Scripture unit if it can be outlined.



 Study the sentence structure of the Scripture unit.

 Study each word in the Scripture. Discover how each 
word was used in the culture. Think about how this 
author uses the words. Examine the sentence 
structure and grammar.

 Discover any archeological or cultural information 
that may shed light on the Scripture unit.

 Write down your own ideas. Your ideas, thoughts and 
experience related to the Scripture unit are 
important.



 Read the commentaries. Take notes. Look for 
the historical setting. Look also for how this 
Scripture unit has been interpreted by people 
throughout history.

 Read everything you can that relates to the 
Scripture unit. Take notes.

 Brood. Think. Spend time in the Scripture 
unit.


